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Male privilege defines many aspects of American culture from a distinctly male 
point of view. For example, the use of he is accepted as an all-inclusive pronoun, 
but a generic she is not permitted; some actually get upset if you try to use it (if you 
have any doubt, try referring to God as she). The response, according to Wildman 
and Davis, is not about incorrect grammar; rather, it is about challenging the system 
of male privilege.

A summary of the sociological perspectives is presented in Table 4.2.

Functionalist Conflict/Feminist Interactionist

Explanations of gender 
inequality

Gender inequality is a 
functional necessity.

A gendered division of labor 
and gender roles is needed 
to ensure the stability of 
society.

Women will remain in their 
subordinate position as 
long as men maintain their 
social, economic, and 
cultural advantage.

Conflict theorists identify 
how women’s subordinate 
position is linked to their 
relationship to the means of 
production.

Feminist theorists refer 
to gender as a process, a 
system of social practices 
that creates and maintains 
gender distinctions and 
inequalities.

Social values and meanings 
are expressed in our 
language. Our language 
reflects the privileged 
position granted to men.

Questions asked about 
gender inequality

What societal values 
are supported by our 
(traditional) gender roles?

Can gender roles 
be changed without 
jeopardizing the stability of 
society?

How is gender inequality 
created and maintained?

How can gender inequality 
structures and practices 
be altered? Can they be 
eliminated?

How does our use of 
language identify the 
privileged position of men 
in society?

Can language be changed 
to reflect gender equality?

Table 4.2  Summary of sociological perspectives: Inequalities based on gender

What Does It Mean to Me?
The Disney Channel’s Doc McStuffins features an African American girl in pigtails who 
runs a home clinic for her stuffed animals and dolls. Her mom is a doctor, and her dad 
stays at home. Doc McStuffins has been praised for being a positive and inspirational 
role model for African American girls. According to the American Medical Association, 
in 2012, there were 18,533 Black female physicians, 2% of all U.S. doctors (Elber 2012). 
What role do the media play in shaping gender identity? In shaping occupational choices 
for boys and girls?


